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Moves In the Night by Becky Olvera Schultz

ptos artist Becky Olvera Schultz took

the pain and sorrow she experienced

a few years ago, after her brother
unexpectedly committed suicide, and released it
into her artwork. What came of it were intricately
painted clay masks of Native Americans.

Olvera Schultz’s work is part of “Masks of the
Americas,” an ongoing exhibit at the at the
Marin Museum of the American Indian.

STORY BY JAMIE OPPENHEIM

“I'm a very practical, down-to-earth
girl, and when | created these pieces it
started as a need to work with my hands
and to calm myself,” she said. “Even
though | lost my brother, if that hadn't
happened | may not be doing what I'm
doing now."

Olvera Schultz studied art in college,
but abandoned her dream after her famuly
placed pressure on her to pursue a more
practical career. She reconnected with her
art after the tragic incident.

“The gift that | got from (my brother ‘s)
death gave me something back,” she said.
“It let me continue on what | wanted to do
when | was 18 years old.”

The whole exhibition combines the
contemporary masks of Olvera Schultz
with the more traditional masks from the
museum's archives,

Colleen Hicks, director of the the
Marin Museum ol the American Indian,
said when she curates a show she prefers
to combine the old with the new.

“We'll try to do traditional pieces, yet
with contemn ieces, s0 it shows the
culture is slili alive, "FHi-:Iu. said.

The more traditional masks are often
stylized in their respective cultures,
which contrasts with Olvera Schultz’s
almaost le creations.

“Overall, of all the hundreds of por-
traits, the masks are just images that come
out of the clay,” she said. "l don’t try to
tell a story. | create these faces because it
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